Barbara Brooks (Wilson)
01/03/1934 -
Years Active 1974 -2016

MSV LCM Records 51, SCM Records 55

National LCM Records 48, SCM Record 46
World Records SCM 2 Individual, 2 relay

Barbara first foray into masters swimming competition was at the Masters Tournament at
Heffron Park on 30 March 1974. At that meet she had set the inaugural national SCM records in
the 50 free, 100 free and 50 butterfly.

She missed the first national championships in 1975 as she didn’t know it was being held in
Sydney, however Barbara competed in every national championship from 1976 to 2016 (40).

Barbara also competed in several World Championships, World Masters Games, the 1% Pan
Pacsin 1981 and was at the 1°* Oceania Masters meet in Fiji.

She had been approached in 1974 by John Brownjohn to help in the promotion of AUSSI (now
MSA) in Victoria. She had been involved in swimming herself and with her children at Surrey Park
Amateur Club. She had long asked VASA to provide races for senior swimmers who wanted to
compete at top level, so masters swimming might be the answer. VASA considered masters
swimmers as professional and therefore anyone swimming against them, even socially, would
forfeit their amateur status. The RSL wasn’t helpful either as they had ‘men only’ rules.

So after having been approached Gary Stutsel, in July 1976, Barbara and Bob Barrett spoke to
Jim and June O’Doherty about using their North Lodge Pool for masters swimming. The 1°* AUSSI
swim meet was held in November 1976 with just 14 swimmers. It was on July 3 1977, the 1%
AUSSI committee (which was the North Lodge Committee) was formalised with Bob as
President and Barbara as Secretary.

Clubs that started in Victoria, Geelong, Syndal, Diamond Valley, Gippsland, Mordialloc
Frankson and Melbourne University all had members who had belonged to North Lodge.
Barbara often went to speak to interested people at these clubs and anywhere else where there
was interest.

Barbara was instrumental in getting the VASA officials (who would help run the meets) to accept
the AUSSI concept. Two officials at those meets, Alan Davis and Peter Ford saw the advantage
of masters swimming and Victoria became the only state which allowed amateur swimmers to
compete without affecting their amateur status.

Barbara was both State Secretary and North Lodge for six years. After that she retired as North
Lodge Secretary and stayed on as State Secretary for another four years.

She also held positions of State Vice President and Swim Meet Co-ordinator.
Life Member of Masters Swimming Victoria 1987

Life Member of North Lodge Neptunes

21%* Anniversary Service Award 1996

Guest at the 40" MSA Anniversary Dinner after the National Championships 2015, Hobart.






