
 
 

 

 

Don Coupe 

 

12/09/1929 – 28/09/2017 

Years active 1980 – 2011 

 

Don Coupe was a member of Gippsland Flippers for all of his involvement with masters 
swimming. 

His many friends described him as a quiet, dignified person and a good listener. 

Don competed at world and national championships, as well as interclubs and state 
meets with breaststroke being his favourite stroke and he used the breaststroke kick to 
an advantage when swimming double arm backstroke. 

He was also seen about on pool deck as a referee, starter and timekeeper. Many adults 
in the Latrobe Valley owe their ability to swim to Don who taught many kids to swim 

He was awarded Life Membership of his club in 2007. 

Such was his interest and compassion about swimming that he was instrumental in 
convincing the Moe Council to install solar heating to keep the outdoor pool open and 
for that work he was awarded Life Membership to the Moe Swimming Club. His 
dedication to swimming was also rewarded with the Gippstar Masters Award and a 
Service Award from Swimming Victoria. 

MSV records 40 

National records 22 

 


